Presidential Report on the GIGE Activity in 2024 

Activities of the GIGE Main Office during the 2024 fiscal year (January-December 2024) are given below. The monthly activity record (in Japanese) and an account report are given separately in other files, the former is linked above, and the latter will be disclosed in March on the GIGE homepage.

1. Student Himalayan Field Exercise Program

(1) Preparation for the 12th Student Himalayan Exercise Tour (SHET-12) (January-February).

(2) Implementation of the SHET-12 (4/5th-20th March): Number of participants was 38, including 29 Japanese students from 9 universities, 4 Nepalese and 1 each of Chinese and German students, and 3 citizens. Japanese and Nepalese teachers 2 each guided the tour and thus the tour team was composed of 42 people. The tour course was Kathmandu-Pokhara-Muktinath -Pokhara-Lumbini-Narayangath-Kathmandu, same as that in the last tour. One large bus was used on the highways and two  small busses were used in mountain areas. The weather was mostly fine during the tour and fantastic Himalayan view blessed the tour at various places.  All team members returned Japan safely on the 20th March.
(3) The regulations of the Nepal Government for the geological field survey in Nepal and bring out samples from Nepal have been in effect from 2022 on wards.  The SHET-12 could complete the application forms for the permission in consultation with TU staff and was successfully provided permissions by the Nepal Department of Mines and Geology (DMG), although getting the permission of DMG for bringing samples was more severe than last year. 
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SHET-12 team with Dhaulagiri peaks on the back, on the east terrace of Kagbeni, Kaligandaki valley
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Large ripple structure in Lupra      STDS boundary, where the Tethys calcareous rock is attached with Higher Himalayan gneissose granite, appearing to be the intrusive boundary.

(4) Reporting SHET-12 (March-May): Report of the tour outline was disclosed on the GIGE home page (March) and also published as a comprehensive report book “Traversing the Himalayan Orogen 2024 – A record of the 12th SHET in March 2024” (PDF version, Field Science Publishers, 391 pages) was published in May.

(5) Preparation for the SHET-13 (May – December): The advertisement of publication of the report book of SHET-12, along with the program and recruit of SHET-13 were sent to earth science-related department of 72 Japanese universities in May and also, delivered on Internet, personal SNSs of some past participants, Sokuho (Quick Newsletter) of The Association for the Geological Collaboration in Japan (Chidanken), etc.   

Those having hoped to join the SHET-13 reached to 17 students from 9 Japanese universities and 6 Japanese citizens by late November. One Malaysian student will be dispatched to join the tour by the IAGR and two students of the Tribhuvan University (TU) will be invited to join the tour and so the total number of people forming the SHET-13 team will be 26 including one each of Japanese and Nepalese leaders/teachers.  

(6) Crowd funding for SHET-13: After SHET-10 in 2022, it was found that prices of various matters in Nepal especially in mountain areas increased and further, the airfare also increased drastically because of the stop or late entry of Chinese airlines to the air ticket sales. For the tour less than 20, the participation fee will become more than 200,000 JPY.  It is not easy for a student to pay such amount of some 200,000 JPY. To keep the participation fee of a student less than about 200,000 JPY, it is found necessary to collect some amount by a crowd funding. Thus a new crowd funding program, “Let students to Study in the Himalaya” started in May 2022 and hoped to collect 500,000 JPY every year to support student to join the SHET of each year. 

2. Writing, editing, and publication of papers and books by the president  

(1) [Traversing the Himalayan Orogen 2024 - Report of the 12th Student Himalayan Field Exercise Tour in March 2024, GIGE Miscl. Pub. 43 (in Japanese and English, edited by M. Yoshida, published by Field Science Publishers) appeared in May (ISBN978938925505).

(2) Writing and editing of Guidebook for the Himalayan Trekkers, Ser. 5, Geology and Eco-trekking in the Langtang Valley, Central Nepal was conducted throughout the year by the president, in collaboration with Profs. B.N.Upreti, Santa Man Rai and some others.

Several minor reports on the SHET program appeared in the Geological Society of Japan (GSJ) News and Kansai Association of Hokkaido University Graduates.

3. Participation to academic conventions
The president attended the following 4 academic conventions and presented several reports related to the SHET program.

August: 78th Convention of The Association for the Geological Collaboration in Japan, in Tsukuba-shi.

September: 131st yearly convention of GSJ in Yamaguchi-shi.

November: 2024 yearly convention of the International Association for Gondwana Research (IAGR) and 21st International Symposium on Gondwana to Asia, in Kuchin, Malaysia.

December: 15th Symposium on Polar Sciences, Tachikawa-shi, Tokyo.

[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]< i

& / L

VAGR (200 s for Gescionce motaion
1 i Kot




Dr. Inna Safonova presenting a lecture with the chairmanship of Peter Cawood.

4. Other Activities and events

(1) Advertisements of SHET program, crowd funding the SHET, and the “Gondwana book” published last December were delivered at all academic as well as general meetings where the president attended. 

(2) June-August: Digitalization, uploading and distribution to some scientists, of some papers published so far by the president on the Research Gate.

(3) The GIGE Hakuba branch, which was damaged by a debris flow last December, was re-open in late December. 

(4) Compilation work of all publications of the president since 1963 in June, July and August.
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Yoshida and Prof. P. Nagarajan, the chairman of  the IAGR convention in Kuchin








